Expansion comes to the National YMCA Competitive Auatic
Program—*“A Long Course Championship!”

The year was 1985 and it was just 15 years afterti@inbined Men’s and Women'’s
National Championships which was held in Ft, Lauderdédejda in 1971. The National
YMCA Short Course Championship Meets were flourishing—pes tihe largest
National meets in the country. The time was righteipansion, but what type of meet,
when and where it would be held, and finally who would leentieet director!

The vision for a new National YMCA Championship Meaie about in a strange way.
It was near the end of the Short Course National Melet in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, in
April of 1985. Ed Henn, a member of the National YMCA @wiing and Diving
Committee, approached the then chairman of our Natidd& A Swimming and Diving
Committee, Gene Keltner, with a suggested idea or cofmeatnew meet. It was to
have a combined National YMCA Long Course Age Group Chamspip Meet and a
National YMCA Long Course Masters Meet and make itreeti final championship.

Gene thought the idea had merit and told Ed that he wdtddhia proposal to the winter
meeting of the National Executive Committee meetind vaould let him know the
outcome. At that meeting of the executive commi(t@ene Keltner Chairman, Gloria
Summers Vice-Chairman/ Administration, PeggyKelso Vice-Chaman/ Program &
Standing Committees, Paul Atkinson Vice-Chairman/Field Rpresentatives, Jim
Stocker Secretary, Lynn Rickert Treasurer, JoeRogers Chairman Emeritus, Archie
Harris, Bill Daisley, Bob Mowerson, Clyde Truttmann Membersat Large), there

was much discussion, both pro and con. The final decigas made to host a National
YMCA Long Course Senior (12 and Over) Championship Me&©86 at the
Countryside YMCA in Lebanon, Ohio, with Ed Henn, as Meiegéctor. The Countryside
YMCA had an 8 lane outdoor pool and an indoor pool for diving wiviah located just
north of Cincinnati, Ohio. Ed was quite honored to bentieet director for the®1
National YMCA Long Course Championship Meet but was disepead that it was not
an Age Group Meet.

Ed and the officials chairman, Al Dahl, began workimgtloe newly established meet
immediately upon his return from Florida. In checkihg timensions of the outdoor
pool facility at the Countryside YMCA, it was discovetdat they were incorrect and
the meet had to be moved to a new location.

The first YMCA National Long Course Swimming Meet wesd on August 6-9, 1986 at
the Keating Natatorium on the campus of St. Xavier Kighool in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The Keating Pool had no diving facilities and as a reékaldiving was conducted at the
Countryside YMCA on August 6 &7in Lebanon, Ohio. Team registrations were due by
June 15 and the entry deadline was July 25, 1986. The Championsidgherters was

at the Radisson Inn, 11440 Chester Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45246 registrations

were held August 5-6, 1986.



Key Officials for the meet:

Meet Director/Manager: Ed Henn
Officials Chairman: Alan & Barbara Dahl
Computer Chairman: Jim & Mary Lynn Byrne
Auto-Timing Chairman: Claudia Multer

\ Scoring Chairman: Dottie Henn
Admissions Chairman: Paul & Jan Atkinson

Notes of interest concerning this 3 Long Course meet :

1. The 1986 Long Course Meet was tfe\htional YMCA Championship Meet to have
the auto-timing system directly connected to the computesasta Colorado Timing
System which was owned by the Southwest Ohio Cluste€XMwimming League.

2. An 8 lane Colorado scoreboard used in the meet waswd from the Beavercreek
YMCA, thanks to Director Paul Atkinson, and was mouridgd\l Dahl, a lay volunteer
from the Blue Ash YMCA.

3. To have triple lane lines for the meet, extra Iwese borrowed from YMCA's in the
Southwest Ohio Cluster YMCA Swim League.

4. All deck officials used in the meet were YMCA caetif officials from the Southwest
Ohio YMCA Swim League.

Additional Notes from Ed Henn:

Ed Henn was the meet director for this championship foe¢he 5 years:

1986 Keating Natatorium Cincinnati, Ohio
1987 Keating Natatorium Cincinnati, Ohio
1988 Keating Natatorium Cincinnati, Ohio

1989 Cleveland State University  Cleveland, Ohio
1990 Eastern Michigan University Ypsilanti, Michigan

In mid 1990 Gene Keltner, Paul Atkinson and Ed Henn visitashhille, TN. They
contacted Opryland, various hotels in the area , theylCaulkins Natatorium, and
Vanderbilt University and made arrangements to bring theomdd YMCA Long Course
Championship to Nashville for the next 3 years (1991,1992 & 1998rDrship for
these meets was turned over to Peggy Kelso.

National YMCA Long Course Swimminga and Diving Championships
First Meet held August 6-9, 1986 Cincinnati, Ohio

There were 500 athletes from 54 YMCA's that attended thisohg Course Nationall
YMCA Championship Meet. Teams came from as far avga@alifornia, Maine, and
Florida to participate in this event.



